
We need you God  
Kolping Germany's National Praeses Josef Holtkotte recommends a prayer that gives courage in this difficult time. 

 

Merciful God,  

in these hard times we turn our minds to you.  

We are insecure, full of sorrows and fear.  

To hinder infection, we avoid direct social contact.  

We experience a completely changed religious life – without the celebration of mass, without public baptisms and funerals, 

marriage ceremonies and confirmations.  

We have to experience that cultural events and sports do no longer take place in our towns and villages.  

We ask ourselves: where will all this lead to?  

 

Good God,  

fear creeps up in us.  

Not only do we fear infection, but a strange form of loneliness.  

Not only do we fear empty shelves, but also social emptiness.  

Not only do we fear the silence that surrounds us at night, but also the enormous challenge of finding new ways of 

togetherness.  

But there are things that encourage us:  

kind words other people speak to us;  

various ideas how people can come closer to one another — without physical contact;  

creative ways to use the media for arrangements of common prayer.  

We need you, God, especially right now.  

Let us experience your support and guidance especially in difficult times such as these.  

You are with us, you want us to live.  

 

Merciful God,  

we trust in your word, and so we entrust to you those who are currently in particular danger, who need strength, courage 

and immediate help.  

We ask you for the gift of understanding for the medical and biological scientists who are searching for a vaccine and 

effective ways of treatment.  

We ask for power and enthusiasm for the doctors and nurses in all hospitals, nursing homes and residential care homes 

for the elderly.  

We pray for all pastoral workers, teachers, persons responsible for political and economic decisions, who do extensive 

extra duty and often have to make fundamental decisions.  

We pray for all the people who – with their labour – ensure our supply of food and other necessities.  

We pray for all young people who voluntarily help people in need.  

 

Good God,  

we entreat you to lead us safely through the dangers and challenges of our time.  

Show us the right balance between the necessary seriousness and adequate equanimity in dealing with the situation.  

With your support, we will be able to re-shape our world.  

With your support, we will remain connected in prayer with many people.  

With your support, we will keep walking into the coming days, weeks and months.  

Remain with us and bless us, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  

 

Amen. 


