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Declaration of the Kolping Society of Europe on the 2014 European elections  
 
This year, Europe remembers the start of the First World War 100 years ago and of the Second World War 25 years ago.  
With their fathomless sufferings, both wars were a decisive trigger for the European integration, which has provided 
such a long period of peace for the peoples of Europe.  We must never take this peace for granted.  The community of 
the European nations is of great value.  Nationalisms and political posturing at the expense of the European Union are 
therefore rejected by the Kolping Society of Europe. 
 
Since the beginning of the European integration, complaints have been voiced about a centralism in Brussels and the risk 
of Member States losing their identity.  In addition, many citizens experience Europe increasingly as an economic and 
monetary union, in which those are protected collectively who, through speculations on the financial market, have put 
the entire currency area at risk, while pensioners and workers have to bear the corresponding burdens.  The project of a 
community based on values, in which different cultures want to organize their co-existence in peace and prosperity, is no 
longer perceived by many. 
 
There is also the reference to a lack of democratic legitimation of some decision-making bodies of the European Union.  
A strengthening of the European Parliament must therefore be supported without fail.  A high turnout at the parliamen-
tary elections will also express the desire of the citizens to have interests taken adequately into account in the design 
and the control of European policies.  There is a deep longing for a social Europe, a Europe in which solidarity and re-
sponsibility go hand in hand.  
 
With reference to the principles of the Catholic Social Teachings, the Kolping Society of Europe calls on all citizens to 
base their voting decision on: 

-‐ how	  the	  social	  crises,	  such	  as	  poverty	  and	  youth	  unemployment,	  can	  be	  overcome	  in	  the	  EU	  
through	  increased	  	  solidarity,	  

-‐ what	  a	  stricter	  framework	  for	  common	  financial	  policies	  can	  look	  like;	  
-‐ how	  a	  harmonious	  and	  fairer	  tax	  system	  can	  be	  developed,	  
-‐ what	  asylum	  policies,	  which	  are	  based	  on	  human	  dignity,	  can	  look	  like,	  
-‐ what	  measures	  for	  the	  prevention	  of	  human	  trafficking	  exist,	  
-‐ how	  common	  European	  development	  policies	  can	  be	  designed.	  

As a social peace project, Europe must be legitimized democratically.  It must promote the common good, defend the 
rights of the weakest, and eliminate poverty.  It must be characterized by sustainability and committed to an economic 
style that is resource-efficient and fair. 
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The Kolping Society of Europe encourages all citizens of Europe to seek a dialogue with their candidates for the Europe-
an Parliament and to see Europe as a social project in which wealth and prosperity are shared in a solidarity that extends 
beyond national boundaries.  
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